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A Preliminary Analysis on the Evolution and Future of
Urban Governance in Hong Kong from the
Perspective of Urban Competitiveness and

Industrial Development

Gordon KEE and Jianfa SHEN

Abstract

From the perspective of urban competitiveness, this paper
analyzes the evolution and problems of urban governance in Hong
Kong, and provides suggestions using the modern logistics
industry as a case study. This paper argues that although the
existing urban governance system has effectively supported the
development of the logistics industry and enhanced the
competitiveness of the city, in the face of rapid changes in Hong
Kong’s internal and external environment, as well as the
advancement of technology and evolution of the industry, the
urban governance system featuring the concept of active non-
interventionism cannot play a steering role to support the modern
logistics industry in the current environment, and it also hinders
the development of the industry. Responding to the unique
conditions and needs of Hong Kong, this paper proposes several
principles from five perspectives to guide the adjustment of the
urban governance system, and proposes that the SAR
Government needs to master the global to local environmental
conditions well, and has a proper set up of the top-level of urban
governance system, from the input perspective. While from the
process perspective, this paper proposes to further rationalize the
administrative structure of and promotion works in the existing
governance system. The paper also proposes to establish a pilot
site of governance innovation for modern logistics industry.
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