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A Critical Review on the
Concepts and Evaluation of Urban Competitiveness

Gordon KEE and Jianfa SHEN

Abstract

This paper examines the topic of urban competitiveness that has
emerged in the recent decades and has both academic value and
practical significance. While recognizing the causal relations
among urban development, competition and competitiveness,
this paper argues that urban competitiveness is an incomplete
epistemological product under the current mainstream economic
development paradigm. On the one hand, there are problems of
immature understanding, including the weak conceptual structure,
inadequate consideration of multi-spatial scale factors, and the
inability of direct interpretation. On the other hand, current
evaluation of urban competitiveness has the problems of unclear
subject of urban competitiveness, unclear research focus and low
comparability. Finally, this paper concludes with a prospect on

future development of urban competitiveness study.
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